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STUDENTS:

• Use the PowerPoint in ‘Slide Show’ mode by clicking the 
button at the bottom right of your screen as shown:

• Work your way through the slides at your own pace 

(click to move to the next slide)

• Click the links for extended information available online

• Have a go at each ‘Collaboration Challenge’ and consider 
the ideas on the ‘Discuss’ and ‘Explore’ slides

How to use this resource:

PARENTS + TEACHERS

• Use the PowerPoint in ‘Presenter’ view by clicking the 
Slide Show menu and checking the ‘Use Presenter View’  
box as shown:

• Then click ‘From Beginning’ (on the far left)

• This will enable you to see the slides and the notes 

• The notes will help you expand on some of the ideas in 
the presentation

• Click the links for extended information available online

• Pause at the ‘Challenge’, ‘Discuss’ and ‘Explore’ slides to 
allow your students/children to chat and create
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Interwoven
In 2019, La Trobe Art Institute presented Interwoven, a project with contemporary weaving at 
its heart. The project brought people from different generations and cultural backgrounds 
together to share their skills and stories.

The project featured work by:

• Aunty Marilyne Nicholls

• Regina Pilawuk Wilson

• Ilka White and 

• Members of the Multicultural Arts Victoria’s Bendigo Emerge Cultural Hub group.  

Interwoven was opened by Aunty Marilyne and the Dja Dja Warrung community, who created a 
special “Welcome To Country” ceremony to open the exhibition and welcome visitors.

 

In 2019, La Trobe Art Institute presented a project called Interwoven to celebrate the many different kinds 
of traditional and contemporary weaving, from Indigenous and other communities in Australia, and from 
other cultures around the world. The Institute collaborated with Master Weavers and members of 
Multicultural Arts Victoria’s Bendigo Emerge Hub. 
 
After researching many wonderful textile artists working across Australia the following artists were 
selected, beginning with Aunty Maryline Nicholls, an Elder of the local Dja Dja Warrung community, and 
intergenerational weaver. Aunty Maryline and the Dja Dja Warrung community created a special “Welcome 
To Country” ceremony to open the exhibition and welcome visitors. 
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Practiced in many cultures, weaving is often undertaken as a group 
activity. 

Sometimes weaving work is functional: used to make baskets and nets to 
catch and carry food, mats to sleep on, building materials or clothing. 

Often weavings are created as artwork.  

Weaving is something we can do to care for and connect with each other.  
If alone, we can also use weaving and other crafts to nurture ourselves.  

bring people together.
Interwoven celebrated the power of weaving to

 

As the following slides will show, Interwoven highlighted the work of several artists using different types of 
weaving. The project celebrated the way weaving is undertaken across the world, often done in groups, 
bringing people together to talk, share stories and friendship.  
 
Weaving has been used in many cultures to make tools such as baskets and nets for carrying or catching 
food. Mats are woven for sleeping on, walls and roofs are thatched together to build shelter and clothing is 
woven to clothe loved ones. Woven artworks adorn homes and carry stories. So weaving is something we 
do to care for each other physically and mentally or emotionally.  If alone, we can also use weaving and 
other crafts to nurture ourselves. 
 
Interwoven explored the techniques, knowledge and materials of weaving, as well as encouraging people to 
pick up and weave threads of conversation, exchanging ideas between cultures and generations. 
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Interwoven was no ordinary exhibition. While we did show some 
finished products by our Master Weavers, the project was just as much 
about exploring the weaving process.

Each of the exhibiting weavers also facilitated workshops and 
demonstrated their techniques.

Let’s take a closer look at the work of the Master Weavers…

. 

 

Interwoven was no ordinary exhibition for the Art Institute.  While some finished products or artworks by the 
Master Weavers were exhibited, the project was just as much about exploring the weaving process. 
 
To encourage visitors to the exhibition to experience weaving for themselves, our larger gallery space was 
set up like a comfortable meeting place and workshop, with tables and chairs, mats on the floor and big 
baskets of wool, fabric and other materials to play with, and activities were set out for them to try. This 
created lots of opportunities for people to meet each other and chat while learning about weaving. 
 
Each of the exhibiting weavers also facilitated workshops and demonstrated their techniques. 
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Aunty Marilyne is from the Swan Hill region on the 
Murray River. She learnt to weave from her mother and 
grandmother who taught her where to find and how to 
harvest the native grasses that she uses for weaving 
mats and baskets.

Discover more here

Aunty Marilyne Nicholls (Swan Hill region)
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Aunty Marilyne Nicholls has lived most of her life around the Murray (Milloo) River system and its 
waterways. She was encouraged to learn how to weave by her mother and grandmother who taught her 
where to find the native grasses suitable for weaving and how to harvest them. 
 
Aunty Marilyne produces woven artforms, mats and baskets, by entwining her cultural knowledge with the 
characteristics of the grasses.  
 
More information about Aunty Marilyne and her weaving practice is available on the Culture Victoria 
website: https://cv.vic.gov.au/stories/creative-life/from-here-there/aunty-marilyne-nicholls/ 
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Image: Sedge Basket, Letty Nicholls (Painting in background by Regina Pilawuk Wilson). 
Video: Dja Dja Wurrung dancers perform at the opening of Interwoven, as Aunty Maryline looks on.  

For Interwoven, Aunty Marilyne allowed LAI to exhibit some woven coil baskets made by her mother Letty 
Nicholls.  These were made from Sedge (a native grass that grows near the Murray River) and emu 
feathers. 
 
Aunty Marilyne also led a collaborative weaving project which invited the community to read the story of 
Bunya and weave the possum. The possum was made to sit among the stars in the tree Aunty Marilyne had 
painted on the wall. A special event took place to bring the Bunya (possum) project to life. 
 
More information on Bunya the possum is available here: 
https://budjabudjacoop.org.au/about/gariwerdgrampians/ 
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Ilka White is best known for her weaving with materials 
dyed from plants. Ilka makes coloured dyes from 
boiling leaves, flowers or bark from eucalyptus trees, 
weeds and other plants. She often uses a loom for her 
weaving or creates beautiful rugs from strips of 
recycled fabric by hand.

Discover more here

Ilka White  (Central Victoria)

 

Ilka White’s practice spans textiles, sculpture and installation, video, art-in-community and cross 
disciplinary collaboration.   
 
She is interested in the natural world and often makes her own dyes from boiling all sorts of different 
leaves, bark and flowers, which she uses to dye wool, fabric strips and other materials to use in her 
weaving. 
 
Ilka has also spent a lot of time in communities around Indigenous Australia, Indonesia, India, Nepal and 
Bhutan learning about the many different kinds of traditional textiles and weaving techniques. 
 
https://www.ilkawhite.com.au/  
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Images:  Ilka White teaching workshop participants to weave using a table loom; Ilka White, Grasses Sash (2012-13).Hand woven twill cloth of silk, wool, viscose & linen yarns.

 

For Interwoven Ilka presented two hand woven sashes in the gallery and facilitated a number of workshops 
covering rag weaving, natural dye production, and table loom weaving. 
 
Images:   
 
Ilka White teaching workshop participants to weave using a table loom  
 
Ilka White, Grasses Sash (2012-13). 
Hand woven twill cloth of silk, wool, viscose & linen yarns.  
Pattern based on the clumped grasses of Merri Creek billabong, woven on a 24 shaft dobby loom 
Size (l x w): 275 x 8.5cm 
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Regina Pilawuk Wilson, a Ngan’gikurrungurr woman, is 
from the Daly River region, Northern Territory. 

Regina says, “…The pinbin vine (bush vine) grows near the 
river and is stripped into fibres that are woven into the net. 
The syaw is used to catch fish, prawn and other edible 
creatures in the creeks and rivers.” 

Discover more here

Regina Pilawuk Wilson (Peppimenarti N.T)
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Regina Pilawuk Wilson, a Ngan’gikurrungurr woman from the Daly River region of the Northern Territory.   
 
Regina and her husband, Harold Wilson, founded the Peppimenarti (meaning ‘large rock’) Community as a 
permanent settlement for the Ngan’gikurrungurr people in the Daly River region, south west of Darwin in 
1973.  It is located at an important dreaming site for the Ngan’gikurrungurr language group within the 
centre of the Daly River Aboriginal Reserve, 300 kilometres south-west of Darwin.  The women of 
Peppimenarti are traditionally weavers.  
 
This picture shows some of the Syaw, large fish nets Regina and the women of her community use to catch 
fish and other creatures in the Daly River for food.   
 
Regina says, “…the weaving method is the same as the stitch used in weaving the warragarri (dilly bag), 
except bigger. The pinbin vine (bush vine) grows near the river and is stripped into fibres that are then woven 
onto the net. The syaw is used to catch fish, prawn and other edible living creatures in the creeks and rivers.” 
 
 [https://www.daaf.com.au/] 



Slide 

12 

latrobe.edu.au

Images:Regina Pilawuk Wilson, Syaw (Fish net), Synthetic polymer paint on canvas ; Regina demonstrates her technique to participants during Interwoven.

 

Regina uses fibre stripped from local plants to weave these Syaw (fish nets). She strips a Sand Palm fronds 
into long thin strands which she twists into a tough string by rolling the strands together on her leg.  The 
string is coloured with dye made from boiling natural plant materials.  
 
Regina also weaves in her paintings.  In this photograph you can see a painting called “Sun Mat” which 
Regina painted using thousands of long thin painted lines which are woven together to create a beautiful 
radiating pattern.  Regina is an exciting artist who knows many old traditional techniques and also likes to 
experiment with new mediums and materials such as painting and ceramics. 
 
Images: Regina Pilawuk Wilson, Syaw (Fish net), Synthetic polymer paint on canvas ; Regina demonstrates 
her technique to participants during Interwoven. 
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Bendigo Emerge Cultural Hub facilitated by 
Multicultural Arts Victoria is a network of artists and 
cultural leaders from refugee, First People’s and diverse 
cultural backgrounds in Bendigo. Members of Emerge 
created artwork for Interwoven and gave workshops 
and demonstrations sharing their skills.

Discover more here

MAV Emerge Cultural Hub (Bendigo)

 

Multicultural Arts Victoria (MAV) assists artists and cultural leaders from refugee, First People’s and 
diverse cultural backgrounds to network, find support and continue their work as artists. 
 
MAV facilitates the Bendigo Emerge Cultural Hub, which is a group of artists and cultural leaders from 
refugee, First People’s and diverse cultural backgrounds in Bendigo working together creatively and 
expressing Culture in Visual Arts, Fashion, Dance and Music.  Each year, this group works with City of 
Greater Bendigo, Loddon Campaspe Multicultural Services, Dja Dja Wurrung Clans Aboriginal Corporation 
to put on the Zinda festival and other cultural events. Learn more online at: www.multiculturalarts.com.au 
 
Several artists from Bendigo Emerge Cultural Hub, participated in the Interwoven exhibition, including Paw 
Kyi Pai from the Bendigo Karen community who exhibited a traditional Karen woven scarf and shirt she 
made. She also spent time in the gallery demonstrating traditional Karen weaving techniques to gallery 
visitors.  
  
Women from the Bendigo South Sudanese community built a small hut from woven local grasses and 
collected timber, like the homes people might live in back in Sudan. This showed visitors how weaving is 
also a building technique for making walls and roofs in some cultures. 
 
Aunty Vicki Kurnai led a workshop on her traditional Papua New Guinean method of making woven string 
bags, using bilum stich. Aunty Vicki says: “Every piece I create tells a story, that connects me to people, 
place and land, whether it is a story about my current homeland of Australia or my birthplace of PNG. Every 
creation has relevance and connection… My home land of Papua New Guinea is known for its thousands of 
traditional cultures. I realised I could share one tradition and that is weaving bag we call Bilum, using a 
traditional technique. I call it a “Figure Eight” weaving! “ 
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Image: Paw Kyi Pai, Shirt
Video: Weavers from the local Karen community demonstrated their technique during Interwoven.

 

Weavers from the local Karen community demonstrated their process in the gallery. 
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Weaving combines the strong, straight vertical threads, called the warp, and 
the flexible horizontal threads that create the pattern, called the weft. 

Without the structure of the warp, the fabric would fall apart and without the 
flexibility and changing pattern created by the weft, the fabric would be plain 
and uninteresting.

Both the warp and the weft are needed to create a strong, beautiful fabric.

An art gallery is like this too.  The architecture or building is like the warp, 
and the art and people are like the weft, constantly changing.

What other things can you think of that need both structure and flexibility?

Weaving = Warp + Weft
Let’s discuss:

 

Weaving Conversations:  
Did you know that different cultures have different conversation ‘rules’ and expectations, and what is 
considered polite, or likely to encourage the relationship in one culture might accidently give the wrong 
message or impression to another?  Here are some examples. 
Getting down to business vs. relationship building 
In some countries, like the U.S., people think that the main reason for a conversation is to exchange 
informatiowhile in other countries, such as Mexico, conversations are mainly about people getting to know 
each other better and building the relationship.   
Direct vs. indirect communication 
In countries like Germany, it is a sign of respect and professionalism to speak clearly and leave no room for 
misinterpretation — especially in a difficult conversation, while in countries like Japan, people prefer to 
communicate indirectly, especially when it comes to a sensitive topic.  
Informal vs. formal 
In some countries, such as Australia, where people are generally more casual, they may try to approach a 
sensitive conversation without too much fuss, perhaps in a very informal, friendly way or setting.  In other 
countries however, like Poland, people expect the degree of ceremony to match the seriousness of the 
topic being discussed.  
https://hbr.org/2016/03/having-a-difficult-conversation-with-someone-from-a-different-culture 
  
Activities: 
Choose a partner. Pretend you are either from Mexico or the US. Begin a conversation about an artwork you 
saw at the exhibition.  What happened? Did the conversation flow well, or were there challenges? 
Discuss: What do you think the dangers might be in a conversation between people from two cultures with 
different conversation ‘rules’? 
Discuss: Imagine you must organise a meeting between people from two such cultures, what would you need 
to consider for it to be successful? 
Discuss with students any differences in conversation ‘rules’ between cultures they are aware of from their 
own backgrounds, between different generations, or experiences they may have had of being misunderstood 
or misunderstanding someone else because of differences in conversation culture. 

https://hbr.org/2016/03/having-a-difficult-conversation-with-someone-from-a-different-culture
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Try this simple weaving activity. 
 
What did you learn from this experience? 
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You can weave with different 
materials like paper, leaves, bark, 

wool, strips of material - what else 
can you try?

 

Share your work with us by emailing the Education team at LAI: lai@Latrobe.edu.au 
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To weave together the kind of community that we want to live and feel safe in, 

we must learn about and respect each other’s culture, ideas, perspectives, 

values and traditions. 

Interwoven featured traditional weaving by Paw Kyi Pai from the Bendigo 

Karen community. Around 2,500 Karen people now live in Bendigo. 

You may like to watch the following short video made by the Karen 

Organisation of Bendigo with the City of Greater Bendigo Council to help 

people understand more about their story.

 

As we know in Australia, beginning with the First Australians who have always been here, we now have 
people from many different cultural backgrounds.  We all must find ways to weave together the kind of 
community that we want to live and feel safe in. 
 
Learning about and respecting each other’s culture, ideas, perspectives, values and traditions is the first 
step we can take. 
 
Interwoven featured traditional weaving by Paw Kyi Pai from the Bendigo Karen community. Around 2,500 
Karen people now live in Bendigo. You may like to watch the following short video made by the Karen 
Organisation of Bendigo with the City of Greater Bendigo Council to help people understand more about 
their story, why they had to leave their community in Burma, their journey to move to Australia, their culture, 
(including a little about Karen weaving), and what life is like for them in Bendigo.  

mailto:lai@Latrobe.edu.au
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Interwoven featured traditional weaving by Paw Kyi Pai from the Bendigo Karen community. Around 2,500 
Karen people now live in Bendigo. This video was made by the Karen Organisation of Bendigo with the City 
of Greater Bendigo Council to help people understand more about their story, why they had to leave their 
community in Burma, their journey to move to Australia, their culture, (including a little about Karen 
weaving), and what life is like for them in Bendigo.   
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